
Preview of the new DJI S1000 
In depth review to follow 
By Katya Nelhams-Wright, The Helicopter Girls

DJI’s brand new octocopter 
was unveiled this January - 
their first heavy lifter designed 
for high end professional aerial 
photography. The spec of the 
S1000 has a maximum take off 
weight of 10kg so will easily get 
the 5D MkIII in the air. We’ve 
got a prototype to see what it 
takes to build and how it 
performs, so while I get on with 
an in depth review, here’s a 
sneak preview. 

I haven’t flown an S800, my 
heavy lifter is an original 
Cinestar 8, so there are lots of 
features I’m looking forward to. 
The first thing you notice is the 
S1000 is designed to minimise 
set up time and make it as out-
of-the-box ready as possible. 
Motors, props & ESC's are all 
pre-installed on the arms and 
the wiring is largely integrated 

into the frame - this is as plug 
and play as you can get with 
machine of this size. There are 
3 XT60 connectors, plenty of 
points for mounting the 
electronics and a neat little 
mounting bracket for the GPS 
module. The booms attach to 
the main frame in seconds and 
once installed can be folded 
down to make it easy to 
transport. You could fit this one 
in the back of a Mini! 

On the gimbal front, the 
S1000 comes with retractable 
landing gear, camera rails and 
vibration isolators as part of the 
main frame, making it easy to 
clip on a Zenmuse Z15-5D 
gimbal or an adaptor plate for a 
3rd party gimbal.  

I’m installing an A2 flight 
controller with DJI iOSD and 
DJI video TX ready to flight test 

when there’s a break in the 
weather, but my first impression 
is DJI have put a lot of thought 
into the detail. Apart from the 
fact it packs down so quickly, 
there are built in LED’s at the 
end of each boom to help with 
orientation, booms and props 
are marked either CW or CCW 
and the retractable landing gear 
is prewired and just twists and 
clips into the main frame. You 
don’t even need to solder 
anything, all you really need to 
do is install the arms and 
landing gear, plug in the ESC’s 
and the frame is built. If it flies 
as smooth as it looks it could 
become the ‘must have frame’ 
for anyone wanting to carry the 
Canon 5D or Blackmagic 
Pocket Cinema Camera. !

DJI S1000 SNEAK PEEK

The S1000 
frame took 
me 18 
minutes to go 
from box to 
built.  TH
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The DJI S1000 in its 
box, ready to be built. 
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The complete 
contents of the box.

The box comes with 
two moulded trays. 
Top tier is the frame 
and landing gear, 
bottom tier is the 8 
arms.

All the accessories provided for assembly.
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Clip holds each arm in position 

ESC signal connectors. Built in power board, ESC power connectors 
and three XT60 connectors. 

Battery tray clips into position 

Pre-assembled carbon frame with integrated 
wiring and marked position for IMU. 

Integrated ESC ports 

Pre-wired landing gear with left and right 
signal channel. 
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Integrated lights on the base of each motor. 
The two at the front are red, the rest are green.

400KV motors 

Each arm is marked CW or CCW.

Carbon arms with 
integrated motors, 
folding 15 inch 
props, integrated 
ESC with signal and 
power connectors. 
Two red and six 
black for 
orientation.  
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